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Brazilian Electors Cannot Enter Voting   Booths with Cell Phones

By Fernanda Vivas, TV Globo � Bras�lia

10/05/2024 04h00  Updated  10/05/2024

Brazilian voters will not be able   to bring their cell phones into voting booths during the October elections. They must turn off their phones and leave   them in a location indicated by the election officials.

The prohibition of electronic devices, including cell phones, during voting aims to   ensure the secret ballot. Those who refuse to leave their devices in the designated area will not be allowed to   vote.

Both the Election Law and a resolution from the Superior Electoral Court (TSE) prohibit the use of cell phones during   voting.

In the voting booth, photographic machines, video recorders, radio communication equipment, or any device that could compromise the secrecy of   the vote, even when turned off, are also prohibited.

However, people with disabilities who use assistive technology, such as hearing aids,   are exempt from the general rule prohibiting electronic devices. They can bring these items into the voting booth.

How Will This   Work in Practice?

Upon entering the polling station with electronic devices, voters can use their cell phones to identify themselves with   the e-T�tulo app. However, this identification, without the aid of another document, can only occur if the digital version includes   a photo. After identification, the device must be turned off and left in the designated area.

After voting, the voter returns   to the table, retrieves their device, and receives proof of voting.

What Happens to Those Who Do Not Follow the Rules?

Those   who insist on bringing their devices into the voting area will not be allowed to vote.

If incidents occur, the polling   station staff can request police assistance. Additionally, polling stations may use portable metal detectors to identify and prevent the use   of electronic devices in voting areas.

Furthermore, the Election Code classifies violating or attempting to violate the secrecy of the vote   as a crime. The punishment includes up to two years of detention.
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